
Guyana government to crack down on gold smuggling, illegal mining

GEORGETOWN

The Government of Guyana is preparing to take its strongest enforcement action against gold smuggling and illegal mining, with
President Dr Irfaan Ali announcing that mining operations producing low or no declarations will soon receive cease orders, and
operators who damage riverbanks will be suspended and stripped of their mining blocks.

Speaking with the publication Guyana News Room, Ali said the new measures form part of a specialised, integrated operations unit
that will be launched with international support to directly confront illegal mining, gold smuggling, and environmental violations.

“These practices are unacceptable,” the president stressed. “They harm communities, destroy the environment and rob the country
of legitimate revenue.”

The enhanced crackdown will focus simultaneously on enforcement and systemic reform, creating a more transparent, accountable
and sustainable mining environment.

According to the president, the government’s position is clear: any operator with suspiciously low declarations, no declarations, or
who engages in environmentally destructive practices will be stopped immediately.

In addition, mining blocks owned by those operators will be returned to the state, and their operations will not be allowed to continue.

Dr Irfaan Ali
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